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Public  Health  Officers  of  the 


Borough 


Name 

Appointment 

Qualifications 

Whole  or] 
Part  time 

Other 

Appointments 

Dr.  A.  Douglas  Crofts 

Medical  Officer 
of  Health 

M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 
(Lond.) 

Part 

Medical  Officer 
Maternity  & 
Child  Wel¬ 
fare,  School 
Med.  Officer. 

Dr.  S.  V.  Strong 

Deputy  Medical 
Officer  of  Health 

M.B.,  B.S.  (Lond.) 

Part 

— 

Dr.  G.  E.  Yardley  ••• 

Ditto 

M.B.,B.Ch.  (Cantab.) 

Part 

— 

Alan  W.  Stewart 

Public  Analyst 

D.Sc.,  A.I.C. 

Part 

_ 

Mr.  H.  Treleaven 

School  Dental 
Surgeon 

L.D.S.,  R.C.S.  ... 

Part 

— 

Miss  A.  I.  McAllister 

Health  Visitor 

Health  Visitors 

Cert.  National 
Health  Society. 
Certificate  Sani¬ 
tary  Inspector’s 
Examination  Bd. 
Diploma  C.M.B. 

Whole 

Infant  Protec¬ 
tion  Visitor. 

Miss  C.  Hart 

School  Nurse 

Qualified  Nurse 
Diploma  C.M.B. 

Whole 

— 

Mr.  F.  Arnold 

Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector 

Cert.  R.S.I.,  Cert. 
S.I.E.B.,  Special 
Cert,  of  R.S.I.  as 
Meat  and  Food 
Inspector. 

Whole 

Sampling 
Officer  under 
Food  &  Drugs 
Act.  Canal 

Boats  Inspec¬ 
tor.  Degis- 

nated  Officer 
for  Housing 
Regulations, 
Meat  Regu¬ 
lations,  and 
Merchandize 
Marks  Act. 
Shops  Acts 
Inspector. 

Mr.  E.  G.  Pollard  ... 

Additional 

Sanitary 

Inspector 

Cert.  R.S.I.  and 
S.I.E.B.,  Special 
Cert,  of  R.S.I.  as 
Meat  and  Food 
Inspector. 

Whole 

r-' 
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IPorougf)  of  J^eto  OTinbsior 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical 

Officer  of  Health 

1939 


To  The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of 
The  Borough  of  New  Windsor. 

Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual 
Report  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1939. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

Area  (in  acres)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4,616 

Census  Population,  1931  ...  ...  ...  ...  20,284 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (end  of  1939)  according 

to  Rate  Books  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4,972 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £171,379 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  ...  ...  ...  £654 

The  usual  extracts  from  vital  statistics  of  the  year,  and 
the  Registrar-General’s  Mortality  Return  for  the  Borough  are 
not  given,  as  the  information  is  not  available. 

The  Borough  was  a  receiving  area  under  the  Evacuation 
Scheme  and  the  arrangements  made  for  the  reception  of  the 
children  and  expectant  mothers  was  excellent.  The  Sanatorium 
of  the  Imperial  Service  College  was  used  by  the  expectant 
mothers  until  their  confinement,  when  they  were  admitted  to 
either  Old  Windsor  Infirmary  or  to  Cranford  House,  Maidenhead. 
Lady  Edward  Churchill  also  placed  her  house  at  the  disposal 
of  such  cases.  After  a  few  weeks  many  of  the  mothers  returned 
to  their  homes. 
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Although  so  many  children  were  billeted  in  the  town,  the 

O  J 

incidence  of  infectious  diseases  from  September  to  December 
was  below  normal. 

The  Health  Services  of  the  Borough  were  all  available  for  the 
evacuees,  and  extra  staff  appointed.  Dr.  Yardley  was  appointed 
School  Medical  Officer  for  the  evacuees  and  attended  the  Clewer 
Welfare  Centre  every  Tuesday  afternoon.  An  extra  School 
Nurse  and  Health  Visitor  was  appointed  and  the  School  Dental 
Officer  was  allotted  an  extra  session. 

Scabies  and  Impetigo  were  very  prevalent  amongst  the 
evacuee  children  and  there  were  a  number  of  bed-wetters.  Such 
cases  were  admitted  to  “  The  Forest,”  Bracknell,  and  the  Public 
Assistance  Institution,  at  Old  Windsor.  Children  requiring 
special  attention,  such  as  debility  following  illness,  were  ad¬ 
mitted  to  the  Sick  Bay  in  Alma  Road. 

The  attendances  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Centres  have  been 
very  satisfactory.  A  detailed  account  and  figures  will  be  found 
in  the  Health  Visitor’s  Report. 

Owing  to  the  serious  illness  of  Miss  McAllister,  Miss  Smith, 
who  was  appointed  Health  Visitor  under  the  Evacuation  Scheme, 
has  been  carrying  on  the  work  and  I  would  like  to  express  my 
appreciation  of  the  amount  of  work  she  has  done. 

WATER  ANALYSIS. — Samples  are  sent  every  month  and 
the  reports  are  highly  satisfactory  and  shew  that  the  purification 
of  the  water  by  passing  through  the  Candy  filters  renders  it 
free  from  harmful  bacteria. 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNIZATION.— I  commenced  this  treat¬ 
ment  in  January  and  in  order  to  do  the  greatest  number  of 
children  in  a  given  time,  those  attending  the  Infants  and  Junior 
schools,  i.e.,  up  to  age  11,  were  decided  upon.  The  treatment 
was  carried  out  on  the  school  premises.  The  method  adopted 
was  the  "two  shot”  one  of  Alum  Precipitate  Toxin  (A.P.T.). 
The  first  dose — detector  ”  was  .2cc.,  and  four  weeks  afterwards 
the  second,  .5cc.,  was  given.  There  were  only  three  cases  of 
localised  inflammation,  but  no  child  stayed  away  from  school 
in  consequence.  The  number  of  children  who  completed  the 
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treatment  was  943.  Cards  are  sent  out  to  the  parents  for  their 
consent  and  there  were  very  few  refusals.  The  School  Nurse 
assisted  me  and  I  had  the  splendid  co-operation  of  the  Head 
Teachers.  Of  the  26  cases  of  Diphtheria  notified,  one  was  a 
child  who  had  been  immunized,  but  only  three  weeks  had  elapsed 
since  the  second  dose.  As  soon  as  possible,  immunization  will 
be  extended  to  the  infants  and  toddlers  attending  the  Infant 
Welfare  Centres. 

THE  ANTE-NATAL  CLINICS. — We  have  two  Clinics:  (1) 
At  the  Maternity  Home,  which  is  held  the  first  Monday  of  the 
month  ;  (2)  at  the  Clinic,  held  the  second  Monday  in  the  month. 
The  attendances  have  been  increasingly  good.  The  total 
number  of  attendances  at  both  Clinics  was  542  and  the  number 
of  individual  mothers  was  267.  The  number  of  cases  admitted 
to  the  Maternity  Home  was  124  and  the  number  to  Windsor 
Hospital  was  165.  These  latter  are  all  abnormal  cases  or  com¬ 
plications  of  pregnancy. 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAR  1939. 

(Other  than  Tuberculosis). 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious 
disease  notified  during  the  past  year. 


Disease 

Total 

cases 

notified 

Cases 
admitted 
to  Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Small  Pox  ... 

Scarlet  Fever 

19 

15 

— 

Diphtheria  ... 

26 

26 

— 

Enteric  Fever 

— 

■ — 

— 

(including  Paratyphoid) 
Puerperal  Fever 

1 

_ 

_ 

Pneumonia  ... 

4 

2 

— ■ 

Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis  . . . 

1 

1 

— 

Erysipelas 

3 

2 
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The  following  table  gives  the  age-group  of  the  above  notified 
cases  : — 


Disease 

Undei 

1 

Year 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

10 

15 

20 

35 

45 

65 

and 

over 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

2 

2 

8 

4 

3 

Diphtheria 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

13 

6 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Fever 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

Cerebro-Spinal 
Meningitis  . . . 

_ 

Erysipelas 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Enteric  (group) 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY  DURING  1939. 


Age 

Periods 

New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Respiratory 

N on- Res p. 

Respiratory  Non-Resp. 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0  years 

1  year 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5  years 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15  „ 

1 

3 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

25  „ 

3 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35  „ 

2 

— 

1 

2 

2 

9 

Zj 

— 

— 

45  „ 

2 

— 

1 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

55 

3 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

65  &  upwards  . . . 

Totals  ... 

11 

6 

4 

5 

6 

3 

1 

— 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (PREVENTION  OF  TUBERCULOSIS) 
REGULATIONS,  1925. — No  action  was  taken  under  these 
Regulations. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936  (Sec.  172).  — No  action  was 
necessary  under  this  enactment. 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

1. — INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  Provisions  as  to  Health. 

( Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspector). 


Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

Factories  : 

With  mechanical  power  . . . 

10 

1 

Nil 

Without  mechanical  power 

16 

1 

Nil 

Other  premises  under  the  Act 

18 

Nil 

Nil 

Total 

44 

2 

Nil 

2.  DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Number  of  Defects 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

to  II. M. 

Inspector 

Prosecutions 

instituted 

Want  of  Cleanliness  . . . 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
unsuitable  or  defective 

1 

1 

Lack  of  Thermometer 

1 

1 

— 

— 

OUTWORK  IN  UNWHOLESOME  PREMISES. 

Section  103. 

There  were  no  instances  of  outwork  being  clone  upon  un 
wholesome  premises. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  DOUGLAS  CROFTS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Potougf)  of  J2eU>  MUnbSor 


Annual  Report  of  the  Health 

Visitor 

For  the  Year  1939 


To  The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of 
The  Borough  of  New  Windsor. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Mrs.  Carteret-Carey  and  Gentlemen, 

I  submit  herewith  my  Report  on  the  various  duties 
and  work  carried  out  during  the  past  year. 

NOTIFICATION  OF  BIRTHS. 

During  the  year  1939,  notifications  were  received  of  508 
births,  including  31  still-birtlis.  Of  these  notifications,  219 
(including  23  still-births)  related  to  the  confinement  of  mothers 
who  were  non-residents  of  the  Borough,  and  these  were  trans¬ 
ferred  to  the  Public  Health  Authorities  of  the  areas  to  which 
they  belonged  under  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Scheme. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  notified  births  are  exactly 
100  more  than  the  previous  year,  but  no  doubt  this  is  due  to  the 
influx  of  expectant  mothers  under  the  Government  Evacuation 
Scheme. 

An  arrangement  is  made  with  the  Registrar  of  Births  and 
Deaths  to  furnish  details  of  any  registered  birth  which  has  not 
been  notified  by  a  mid-wife  or  doctor.  The  Registrar  also 
supplies  details  appertaining  to  the  deaths  of  any  infants  under 
1  year  of  age.  In  this  latter  connection  and  also  in  the  case  of 
still-births,  special  visits  have  had  to  be  made  in  accordance  with 
the  requirements  of  the  Ministry  of  Health. 
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Following  tlie  receipt  of  a  notification  of  birth,  a  visit  is 
made  after  the  child  attains  the  age  of  a  fortnight  and  also  at 
regular  intervals,  as  far  as  is  possible,  until  the  child  enters  school. 
A  special  report  is  made  to  the  School  Medical  Department  of 
any  abnormality  or  serious  illness  which  has  occurred  during  the 
pre-school  life  of  the  child  and  a  record  is  therefore  maintained 
of  the  health  of  each  child  from  birth  until  leaving  school. 

There  are  1,065  families  recorded  in  the  current  visiting 
register  with  approximately  1,600  infants  and  children  to  be 
visited.  Visits  frequently  reveal  some  case  requiring  medical 
advice  and  treatment.  Many  cases  of  malnutrition  (often  due  to 
a  faulty  diet),  incipient  rickets,  eye  and  ear  trouble,  etc.,  have 
been  advised  to  attend  the  Infant  Welfare  Centres  for  medical 
supervision,  or  where  necessary,  to  the  Hospital,  where  early 
treatment  in  many  cases  has  often  prevented  more  serious 
trouble.  Cases  of  overcrowding,  insanitary  housing  or  drainage 
conditions,  etc.,  which  have  come  to  notice,  have  been  reported 
to  and  dealt  with  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

During  the  year  the  following  visits  were  made  : 

To  infants  under  1  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  1022 

To  children  1  to  5  years...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1556 

Special  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  114 

First  visits  to  infants  under  1  year  ...  ...  ...  275 

In  connection  with  deaths  of  infants  under  1  year  ...  12 

In  connection  with  still-births  ...  ...  ...  9 

In  connection  with  the  registration  of  boarded-out 

children...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  48 

Total  number  of  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3036 

Visits  to  families  (not  included  in  total)  ...  ...  2222 

THE  INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRES. 

The  Windsor  Infant  Welfare  Centre  is  held  at  the  Clinic, 
Victoria  Street,  Windsor,  on  Fridays,  from  2  to  4  p.m.,  whilst 
the  Clewer  Infant  Welfare  Centre  is  held  on  Tuesday  afternoons 
at  the  same  time  at  Vale  House,  Dedworth  Road,  AVindsor.  A 
doctor  is  in  attendance  at  each  session.  The  use  of  a  section  of 
the  ATale  House  for  the  Clewer  Centre  was  made  possible  through 
the  kindness  of  Lord  Dunboyne. 
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The  following  were  the  attendances  at  both  Centres  during 


the  year  :  Windsor  Clewer 

Infants  under  1  year  ...  ...  ...  2769  ...  1328 

Children  1  to  5  years  ...  ...  ...  1224  ...  1071 

Total  attendance  of  infants  and  toddlers  3993  ...  2399 

Average  attendance  for  weekly  session  ...  89  ...  54 

Children  attending  for  the  first  time  during 
the  year — 

(a)  Infants  under  1  year  ...  ...  226  ...  75 

( b )  Children  1  to  5  years  ...  ...  59  ...  27 


The  percentage  attendance  of  total  notified  living  births,  as 
adjusted  by  transferred  notifications,  was  96. 

As  in  past  years,  the  Voluntary  Committee  of  ladies  has  never 
failed  to  provide  an  adequate  staff  for  the  necessary  work  at  each 
session  and  great  credit  is  reflected  on  these  persons  for  their 
splendid  assistance. 

THE  TODDLERS’  CLINIC. 

On  the  first  Friday  of  each  month  at  the  Windsor  Welfare 
Centre,  a  special  clinic  for  toddlers  between  the  age  of  2  years 
and  school  age,  is  held.  Each  child  is  examined  by  the  Medical 
Officer  and  his  notes  are  subsequently  passed  to  the  School 
Medical  Department. 

During  the  year,  176  attendances  were  made  at  this  special 
clinic. 


FOODS  AND  DRIED  MILKS. 

The  sale  of  foods  and  certain  medicines  at  practically  wholesale 
prices,  which  is  such  a  great  benefit  to  mothers  with  babies, 
cannot  be  over-estimated.  Grants  of  free  milk,  both  fresh  and 
dried,  and  other  nourishments  have  been  made  in  certain 
necessitious  cases  after  the  circumstances  of  the  case  have  been 
carefully  investigated  in  order  to  avoid  the  possibility  of  over¬ 
lapping  with  other  sources  of  assistance.  In  several  instances 
the  additional  nourishment  given  to  mothers  has  enabled  them 
to  continue  breast-feeding  their  infants. 
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Milk  supplied  during  1939  to  expectant  and  nursing  mothers 
and  young  children  is  as  follows  : 

(a)  Liquid  milk  ...  1,068  gallons  (given  free  of  cost). 

(b)  Dried  milk  ...  4, 9021hs.  (a  certain  quantity  was  given 

free,  or  at  half-price). 

THE  ANTE-NATAL  AND  POST-NATAL  CLINIC. 

The  Ante-Natal  and  Post-Natal  Clinic  has  been  held  on  the 
second  Monday  of  each  month  at  the  Clinic,  Victoria  Street, 
Windsor,  the  attendances  during  the  year  being  282  and  27 
respectively.  These  figures  do  not  include  the  numbers  attending 
the  Clinic  at  the  Princess  Christian’s  Maternity  Home — these  are 
given  separately  in  the  Medical  Officer’s  Report.  Many  expectant 
mothers  are  being  advised  to  attend  these  Clinics,  the  advantages 
of  which  cannot  be  over-emphasized,  and  it  is  gratifying  to  note 
that  the  attendances  during  1939  totalled  309  as  compared  with 
205  the  previous  year  and  137  in  1937. 

BOARDED-OUT  CHILDREN. 

At  the  end  of  1939  there  were  7  children  registered  under  the 
Children’s  Act,  1908  (Part  I)  and  the  Children  and  Young  Persons 
Act,  1932  (Part  V),  whilst  6  persons  were  registered  as  foster- 
parents.  At  the  commencement  of  the  year,  9  children  were 
registered,  but  2  were  removed  during  the  year. 

The  number  of  visits  made  to  boarded-out  children  totalled 
48,  and  on  every  occasion  conditions  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

I  am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

a.  i.  McAllister, 

Health  1 Visitor . 
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iSovottgij  of  J2eto  ®2Sint>Sor 

Annual  Report  of  the  Sanitary 

Inspector 

For  the  Year  1939 


To  The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of 
The  Borough  of  New  Windsor. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Mrs.  Carteret-Carey  and  Gentlemen, 

I  respectfully  submit  for  your  consideration  my  Report 
upon  the  work  done  by  my  Department  during  the  year  1939. 

HOUSING. 

INSPECTION  OF  DWELLING-HOUSES  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  255 

Number  of  inspections  made  ...  ...  ...  576 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub¬ 

head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  225 
Number  of  inspections  made...  ...  ...  ...  443 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  171 
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Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service  of 
Formal  Notices  : 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year  : 

A.  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  a  nd  16  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  1 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit 
after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

( h )  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ...  0 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  Owners  ....  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ...  0 

C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936  :■ — - 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  19 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

D.  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 
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Undertakings  from  Owners. 

One  undertaking  to  execute  repairs  was  accepted  and  complied 
with. 

Other  Demolitions. 

Clarence  House,  Alma  Hoad,  a  house  upon  which  a  Closing 
Order  had  been  served  for  the  basement,  was  demolished  by  the 
owners. 

Charles  Street  Clearance  Area. 

The  31  houses  in  this  area  have  been  demolished  during  the 
year. 


OVERCROWDING. 

The  position  with  regard  to  overcrowding  is  : 

Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded,  31st  December,  1939  ...  34 

Number  of  families  therein  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  39 

Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  .  ...  223 

Number  of  new  cases  reported  during  the  year  ...  ...  8 

Number  of  cases  relieved  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  3 

Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  ...  ...  8 

There  was  no  case  in  which  overcrowding  recurred  after  action 
to  abate  overcrowding. 


SANITARY  DEFECTS  AND  NUISANCES. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  sanitary  defects  and  nuisances 
discovered  during  the  year  : — 

Defects  in  house  drains  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  45 

Obstructed  drains  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

Dilapidated  water  closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Defective  W.C.  roofs,  floors,  walls,  basins,  doors,  seats, 

windows  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  197 

Defective  W.C.  flushing  cisterns  and  water  pipes  ...  ...  24 

Insufficient  water  closet  accommodation  ...  ...  ...  3 

Absence  of  and  defective  sinks  ...  ...  ...  ...  59 

Dirty  walls  and  ceilings  of  rooms  ...  ...  ...  ...  156 

Yard  surfaces,  defective  or  undrained  ...  ...  ...  82 

Sculleries  and  washhouses,  defective  roofs,  floors,  walls,  doors  178 
Insufficient  refuse  receptacles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 
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Defective  house  roofs,  walls,  doors,  floors,  stairs  ...  ...  654 

Defective  windows  . 316 

Decayed  plastering  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  112 

Defective  ceilings  ...  ...  ...  ...  . 270 

Damp  walls  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  306 

Absence  of  sufficient  light  or  ventilation  ...  ...  ...  82 

Absence  of  proper  food  storage  ...  ...  ...  ...  169 

Absence  of  sufficient  facilities  for  washing  ...  ...  ...  5 

Accumulations  of  offensive  matter  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Overcrowding  .  3 

Verminous  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Absence  of,  or  defective  firegrates  and  stoves  ...  ...  78 

Defective  spouting  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  60 

Defective  water  pipes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Absence  of,  or  defective,  handrail  to  stairs  ...  ...  ...  66 

Coal  stores,  defective  walls,  floors,  doors,  roofs  ...  ...  72 

Defective  pointing  to  external  walls  and  chimney  stacks  . . .  268 
Defective  air  grates  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 

Damp  floors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Dilapidated  wash-houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Defective  inspection  chamber  covers  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Defective  boundary  fences  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

Defective  sink  waste  pipes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Dangerous  disused  cesspools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Foul  water  courses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Keeping  of  animals,  causing  a  nuisance  ...  ...  ...  5 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  IX 

Total  ...  ...  ...  3382 

NOTICES. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  number  of  notices  served 
for  the  abatement  of  the  defects  and  nuisances  discovered  during 
1939  : 

Notices  not  complied  with  31/12/38  ...  Informal  ...  14 

Notices  not  complied  with  31/12/38  ...  Formal  ...  0 

Notices  and  intimations 

given  since  31/12/38  ...  Informal  ...  106 

Notices  served  since  31/12/38  ...  Formal  ...  18 

Notices  not  complied  with  31/12/39  ...  Informal  ...  7 

Notices  not  complied  with  31/12/39  ...  Formal  ...  7 
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COMPLAINTS. 

One  hundred  and  thirty-five  complaints  were  received, 
relating  to  the  various  matters  set  out  below  : 


Housing  defects  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Nuisances  from  rats  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  51 

Defective  and  stopped  drains  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Offensive  accumulations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Defective  water  closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

No  proper  refuse  receptacles  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Dirty  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Verminous  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Nuisances  from  bad  smells  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Nuisances  from  smoke  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Overcrowded  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Nuisances  caused  by  keeping  animals  ...  ...  ...  1 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 
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MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTIONS. 

Slaughter  Houses. — There  are  four  registered  Slaughter  Houses 
in  your  district.  Under  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1934, 
1  slaughterman  was  licensed. 


The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  various  diseases,  etc.,  met 
with  in  the  course  of  703  visits  to  slaughter  houses  during  the 
year  : 


Cattle 

excluding 

Coivs 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

69 

46 

113 

859 

717 

Number  inspected 

69 

46 

113 

859 

717 

All  diseases  except  tuberculosis  : 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 

— 

— 

1 

- — - 

10 

Carcases  of  which  part  some  or 
organ  was  condemned 

6 

7 

1 

3 

6 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis 

8.7 

15.2 

1.8 

.34 

2.23 

Tuberculosis  only  : 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

7 

5 

12 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  tuber¬ 
culosis 

10.14 

10.9 

— 

— 

1.7 
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OTHER  FOODS. 

Visits  to  premises  where  other  foods  are  sold,  or  prepared  for 
sale,  numbered  287,  and  the  various  foods  set  out  below  were 
found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption. 


Table  showing  Articles  of  Food  found  to  be  Diseased 
or  Unsound  and  Unfit  for  the  Food  of  Man. 


A  rticles 

Number  of 

Condemn¬ 

ations 

W  eight 

in 

lbs. 

Reason  for  Condemnation 

Imported  Beef 

15 

259 

Decomposed 

Imported  Beef 

6 

99 

Bruised 

Imported  Beef 

3 

117 

Fat  Infiltration 

Imported  Beef 

1 

11 

Abscess 

Imported  Beef 

1 

10 

Cirrhosis 

Imported  Lambs’  Livers 

2 

30 

Decomposed 

Imported  Beast’s  Liver 

1 

7 

Decomposed 

Imported  Ox  Kidney  ... 

1 

12 

Moulds 

Tinned  Hams  ... 

8 

122 

Decomposed 

Tinned  Chicken  &  Ham 
Roll . 

1 

9 

Decomposed 

English  Rabbits 

4 

57 

Decomposed 

Tinned  Beef 

2 

13 

Decomposed 

Fish  Cakes 

1 

5 

Decomposed 

Imported  Turkeys 

1 

45 

Decomposed 

Fish 

4 

244 

Decomposed 

Totals 

51 

1040 

With  regard  to  food  premises  other  than  slaughter  houses, 
my  attention  is  often  called  by  shopkeepers  to  various  articles 
of  food  which  are  unfit  when  they  are  received.  In  such  cases 
a  certificate  is  given  to  enable  the  retailer  to  claim  from  the 
wholesaler. 


20 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  samples  of  Food 
taken  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  for  analysis,  the 
results  of  such  analysis  and  action  taken  : 


Article 

Number  Examined 

Number  Adulterated,  etc. 

Formal 

In¬ 

formal 

Private 

Total 

Formal 

In¬ 

formal 

Private 

Total 

Milk  . 

28 

28 

1 

1 

Butter  . 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Lard 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Bicarbonate  of  Soda 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Oil  of  Peppermint 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Sausages 

— 

3 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Meat  Pies 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

J  am  . 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cheese 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tinned  Peas 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Beef  Suet 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Mincemeat 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Fish  Paste 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Meat  Paste 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tincture  of  Iodine 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

Sulphur  Ointment 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Seidlitz  Powder 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Liquid  Extract  of 
Cascara 

1 

1 

Arrowroot 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Skimmed  Conden¬ 
sed  Milk  sweetened 

1 

1 

Cream 

— 

8 

— 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Boracic  Ointment 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Castor  Oil 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Olive  Oil 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Coffee 

— 

3 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Margarine 

— 

3 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Honey 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

28 

46 

_ 

74 

1 

— 

1 

List  of  Adulterated  Samples 


Serial 

Num¬ 

ber 

Article 

Formal 

Informal 

Private 

Nature  of 
Adulteration  or 
Irregularity 

Observations 

49 

Milk  ... 

Formal 

12.33%  deficient  in  fat  ... 

Letter  of  warning 

21 


Bacteriological  Examinations. 

Twenty-seven  samples  of  milk  were  sent  to  the  Laboratories 
at  the  Royal  Institute  of  Health  and  ten  samples  to  the  National 
Institute  for  Research  in  Dairying  for  bacteriological  examination. 
Five  samples  of  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  and  one  sample  of 
Pasteurised  milk  failed  to  comply  with  the  prescribed  tests.  In 
each  case  the  producer  was  warned. 

DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  AND  MILKSHOPS. 

The  following  are  registered  under  the  various  Orders  and 
Regulations  : 

Retail  Purveyors  of  Milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

Dairymen  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Cowkeepers  ...  .  4 

The  number  of  cows  kept  in  the  district  is  about  100  ;  the 
various  premises  have  been  regularly  inspected. 

Seven  Dairymen  are  licensed  to  sell  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk, 
two  to  sell  Accredited  Milk  and  three  to  sell  Pasteurised  Milk. 


CANAL  BOATS. 

Several  visits  were  made  to  the  riverside  ;  on  no  occasion  was 
any  canal  boat  discovered. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

The  Sanitary  conveniences  at  the  two  Common  Lodging 
Houses  have  been  regularly  inspected  ;  they  have  been  kept  in 
good  order. 


RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION. 

During  the  year,  1,800  visits  were  made  to  various  premises 
for  the  purpose  of  destroying  rats  and  mice. 

The  number  of  rats  found  dead  was  591,  the  number  caught 
in  traps  was  199. 


22 


MERCHANDISE  MARKS  ACT. 

Thirty-four  inspections  were  made  for  the  purposes  of  this  Act  ; 
the  requirements  of  the  Act  as  to  Marking,  etc.,  have  been  well 
observed. 


SHOPS  ACT. 

On  the  1st  October  the  duties  under  the  Shops  Acts,  1912-1938, 
relating  to  Hours  of  Closing,  Sunday  Closing  and  Employment  of 
Young  Persons  were  transferred  from  the  Police  Department  to 
the  Health  Department. 

Owing  to  lack  of  assistance  I  was  unable  to  do  much  under 
the  Acts.  Proceedings  were  instituted  against  two  traders  for 
infringement  of  the  hours  of  closing.  The  cases  were  dismissed 
on  payment  of  4s.  costs  in  each  case. 

One  shop  was  found  to  be  without  a  sanitary  convenience 
and  notice  has  been  given  for  one  to  be  provided. 

DISINFECTION. 

In  infectious  cases,  bedding  and  clothing  are  removed  to  the 
Steam  Disinfector  at  Dedworth.  The  rooms  are  sprayed  and 
fumigated.  During  the  year  disinfections  were  as  follows  : 

Articles  of  clothing  and  bedding  disinfected  ...  ...  2892 

Articles  of  clothing  and  bedding  destroyed  ...  ...  383 

Rooms  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  266 

Stables  and  Outhouses  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  146 

BED  BUGS. 

The  eradication  of  bed  bugs  during  the  warm  months  takes  a 
great  deal  of  time.  During  the  year  the  following  work  was 
carried  out  : 

Council  Houses  found  to  be  infested  ...  ...  ...  9 

Council  Houses  disinfested  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Other  Houses  found  to  be  infested  ...  ...  ...  45 

Other  Houses  disinfested  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  45 

In  the  9  Council  houses,  26  rooms  were  affected,  and  in  the 
45  other  houses,  111  rooms. 
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The  method  adopted  for  freeing  houses  from  bed  bugs  is  to 
spray  with  an  insecticide  ;  two  sprayings  with  an  interval  of 
eight  days  between  being  the  usual  process.  In  bad  infestations, 
one  of  the  proprietary  fumigating  blocks,  used  in  conjunction 
with  an  insecticide,  has  given  good  results.  The  work  is  carried 
out  by  the  department.  The  fumigating  blocks  used  are  Cimex, 
the  principal  insecticide  used  is  Zaldecide. 

Where  tenants  of  infested  houses  are  known  to  be  removing 
to  a  Council  house,  the  house  they  are  vacating  is  disinfested  ; 
bedding  disinfected  by  steam,  and  furniture  sprayed,  before 
removal. 


OTHER  PESTS. 


The  department  was  called  upon  to  help  in  the  destruction 
other  pests,  as  under  : 

Ants  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

H 1  a s  p s  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Beetles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 


of 

5 

27 

10 


SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS,  ETC. 


Housing  Act  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  225 

Housing  Act  Re-Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  218 

Overcrowding  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Public  Health  Act  Inspections  (Housing) .  30 

Public  Health  Act  Re-inspections  (Housing)  .  103 

Drain  Tests  and  Inspections .  .  69 

Nuisances  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  120 

Nuisance  Re-inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  283 

Infectious  Disease  cases  investigated  . .  46 

Visits  re  Disinfection  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Pood  Premises,  Stalls,  etc.,  inspected  .  287 

Factories  and  Workshops  inspected .  44 

Dairy,  Cowshed  and  Milkshop  Inspections  ...  ...  25 

Shops  Act  Inspections  .  29 

Common  Lodging  Houses  Inspected  .  6 
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Merchandize  Marks  Act  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  34 

Ice  Cream,  Visits  re  Manufacture  and  Sale...  ...  ...  5 

Visits  re  Rats  and  Mice  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1800 

Piggery  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Miscellaneous  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

Interviews  with  Owners,  Builders,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  61 

Slaughter  House  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  703 


Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4141 


I  am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

P.  ARNOLD, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 


IK 


\ 


